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Wherein it is ſhewed and made known 
How People may be Freed and Delivered 
from that Slaviſh Fear of Death. whereby 
they are ſubjett to Bondage throughout 
ther. Life-Time. 


And alfo, how they may be ſaved and preſer- 
ved from the Evil and Danger of Death, when it 
ſhall approach nigh, and come actually upon them 


By Bichard Staffozd , 2 Servant of 
_ God, and of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


- The Sting of Death is Sin, 1 Cor. 15. 56. 
x4 away om pw; all your Tranſgreſſions, whereby ye have 
and make you a new Heart, and anew 


the Lord God: wherefore turn your ſelves. 
yo, Ezek. 18. 31: 32. AER) 
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PREFACE 


RE: | DER. 


PON: "he Compiling ant Book of 


= els, (in Chap. 14. Faye 378, 
appine Gn # Treated. » 6h 
- he 6Y 


"and of the Condition 
- C 7" perrwhcerucSp ew ama 
rant marirat id iwto'my Mind, 
[Satan ( for: by -fach- kinds of Meche nil. for 
Ub: tons his Kingdom lands ) as if to 
Think, Falk, or Diſcourſe concerning Death, 
, pre nor altogether ſo proper, and becoming 
| ry k 1 then Your an in the mid$t 0 
[5 F ited therefore F'did vainly and fal 
Ewithin my ſelf, that if in digeſt ing 
bt ſobeng down the Contents thereof, 1 ſhoul 
#,in plain Words, how that it did, inthat 
nh * 2 Chapter, 
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_To the ReavrER. 


Chapter, treat concerning the Fear of Death ;|. 

his I then ſuppoſed to be no welcome (which, 

now I know is the alone He ) Subjet, fo as]. 
World; andithpre-\ 

$1 lefp tt out $ fo fre 


to meet 'Acceptafice fromfth 
upon I Sinjully and Telprant ; 
which ſame Omiſſion and Neglef, ( as therein 
are many others ; for which, that aforementione 


Book hath ſuffered x and been obſtrufted i 


its Pih licatiþ #nd Rece 
often very Tmgch' trodhledg The Tampter® au 
Decetver of MankinddiÞhertin” ſerve his End 
as to let, hinder, refift and defeat Good. 

But nom upon better and more adviſgd Con 
fideratio, I do fully-know; aud am aſſures 
that tbis' is the One T.hing:Needful for Tong 


Men and Maitlens R ald Menard Children; yeal. 


for all Mankind, High and LowgRich and Poo 

to be 7, aught .and. Inftrufted aright,. how th 
may be Safe-aud Happy intheir laft Exit, 0 
going off from the'Stage of this:Fareh; if 
we muft unavoidably go off alſo, as .others art 
gone already, as ſoon as me have afted our Part 
which we are now A(ting, . .Some- of the preſen 
Generation will go hence within a-Jear, ſom 
within Two, Three, Ten or more Tears: and. i 

may be within ſo many Days, Weeks or Month 
according as to each Man his Time is appointed 
Fh W an 


pion) I Þave, beg '| 


To theReaDeR. 


1;] and his Days on Earth, are like that of. an 
ch Hireling. It is but a Dying. Life, and here, 
Us) insyhe following Words of Truth, it is ſhewed 
el from out of the Scriptures, the Book of Life, 
NF -(which was gives to make us Wile unto Salva- 
7) tidn;) how our Converiation maybe, ſe ordered 
ea aright,. Pſal. 50. 23. That ivhen this Life, 
whichis as a Vapour, and continueth-not, goeth 
out, and "is ended, a Bleſſed fmmortality and 
Etixnal Life ' may ſucceed, and be grafted 
thereon, | | 
The enſuing Matter is ſomewhat New, and 
"1 further than what either I my ſelf, or any other, 
fy # theirTreatiles or Sermons, have yet Publiſl:- 
M1 -ed unto the World; And may the ſame GOD, 
'4 .who-Miniſtreth Seed to the Sower, multiply 
Mm the Seed: ſown :' and fo bleſs and ſucceed this, 
*J- that it way Profper in the Thing whereto he 
ON ſends it : For it is thereby ſownand thrown out 
| jn ſuch wiſe, that it may be received and har- 
r 
"4 
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{ rowed into the Hearts of other Men and Women, 
in order to that future Harveft of Souls, im 
the End of the World ; (when alſo it will be 

m ſeen and fornd true, He tharwinneth Souls, 

is Wiſe) That as inthis Vale of Miſery, none 

is Happy before Death; ſo in this World of 

Wickedneſs and Tniquity, alas! too few are 
* 


3 Happy 


.in: this, and 'in the Generations following, ma 


 againft this Time to come. This, I ſay, is a 


-To the READER. | 
Happy therein, + And therefore, hereby it moſ— 


be bolpen and.-provided, or at lea# made knowl 
and manifeſted, that more for the future, both] 


be Happy and Bleſſed in their Death, by-Dy-Jg,, 
ing in the Lord, which noxe can be, unleſs| , 
they have atſo lived unto the Lord, and by Good 
Works taidiv a good Foundation: before hand, 


real Inſtance of doing the greateſt and moſt en 
during Good unto the Children of Mex. 

Whoſeever ſhall caft a tranſient and' caſual 
Fiew hereon, can uever meet with -a "more wedrh.: x 
and uſeful Subjett to himſelf; for whither hel, 
ſhall Read, or go away without Reading, yet heChi 
muſt of neceſſity, and ſhall, aewdlale;; expe-Jity 
rience in himſelf ; and he ſhall be (whither he 
will, or refuſe,”) one Example of the Things ha 
here ſpoken off | en" \ bb 


H E Be|ms 


na Hz, 2. I5, 


nd deliver them who through fear 
b;4 Death were all their Life-Time 


Hough ſome think that ſuch kinds of 
Texts are only fit and proper for Fu- 
neral Sermons, or to be heard or read 

bd only by fick or old People; yet it is 

rd aid in the Verſe immediately foregoing, The Chil- 
heharen are partakers of Fleſh and Blood; that is, the 
heChildren of God, the Heirs of Life and Immorta- 
ity, in this preſent State, are (ubject ro-Dying and 

ath; ſo that likewiſe every one of us: ſhall 
ake part of the ſame. And as we lenſibly know 
hat-moſt of us, through this fear of Deach, are 
ubject to Bondage, as often as we ſeriouſly and 
hroughly think of it; fo it is a ſubj:Ct proper at 

' fall rimes, throughout every Age and period of 

Life, in all places, none being exempt from it, 

and before all Perſons, (they bein, of One Blood, 

—[ACt. 17. 26. and Partakers of the ſame Fleſh,) 

to be diſcourſed and treated off. 

The Paſſover was to be eaten with bitter and 

ſower Herbs, whereby was typified, not only that 


manifold Trouble and Sorrow which we ſhould 
A4 (ce 
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ſee and meet withall, as we paſs over this Rivetis { 
of Life; but alſo, herein was ſet forth that —_ | 


neſs of Death, as Agag truly Phraſeth it, which igno! 
at the cloſe and end of this Life, This Fear andtat 
Bitterneſs of Death doth. partly ariſe from thqtha 
thing it ſelf, and alſo from what is conſequent]do! 
and follows after it, as is that ſenſible Pain and ant 
fore-going Weakneſs which it brings on the Body| Af] 
It makes a pale and diſtorted Countenance ; andisf 
then, as it turns to Corruption, it is able toStin(ne! 
and Loathſomnefs; either the nearneſs thereof} ani 
or the through Apprehenſion concerning it; doth] Ge 
turn our Stomach againſt all Food and Suſtenance] an 
and makes our Bowels to wamble. By the Firſty we 
Is ſhewn forth the Emblem and Signification off mc 
that furure State we areentringin, where we ſhall 
neither- Eat nor Drink, Marry, nor.yet be given| + 
in Marriage ; but all thoſe things ſhall be laid th 
ade which relate to Mortality and ImperfeRion] ſp 
and- it having ſuch an effe&t upon the Bowels, ag L: 
here mentioned, they: do hereby ſympathize be+ th 
fore hand, what they fhalknot be ſo much ſenſible] di 
of; bur it ſhall aCtually come upon them, for] ſa 
the Stink, Corruption and: Deſolution doth firſt} ut 
begin with them. fa 
There is no need of uſing many Words to ex-| T 
preſs the exceeding terribleneſs 8& dreadfulneſs off Jc 
D:ath, for we find &#tell enough of it from within} R 
our ſ-lves. The more knowing and apprehenlive| at 
any ore 1s, the greater Thought and ſearching off fc 
Heart he hath concernivg ir. Toſuch it doth as 
often recurr to his Mind that he fhall Die, as he] t« 
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iveris ſenſible that he now Lives. What ſhall become 
trer-of him then, or what he ſhall undergo, he knows . 
ch idriot ; but his Heart doth for the moſt part m«di- 
andtate Terrour, and forebode Evil, becauſe he ſees 
thqthar it is altogether Evil, and to be abhorred what 
ent}doth befall the Body. Herein a ſeeming benefit 
and and conveniency 1s contained nnder a dreadful 
2dy; Aſpett and Appearance, in that hereby the Body 
and is freed from, and rendred inſenſible of that Weak- 
ting neſs and Pain, under which it did before Groan 
cof] and Languiſh. For fo is the ordering of our 
oth] God and Creator, that we ſhould partake of, 
nce] and] endure theſe and the like evil things, before 
rſt} we enter into Reſt, thereby making the Reſt yet 
1 off more ſweet unto us. 
hall And he ſaw that Reft was Good, and the Land 
ven| that it was Pleaſant, Gen. 49. 15. . Now this 
aid thing of Reft, is a Relative Term, which hath re- 
on] ſpect to ſomewhat fore-going : Even that Pain, 
, ag Labour, Tireſomeneſs, Sorrow, Trouble, and all 
be4 thoſe things which are uncouth, irkſome, and 
blq dreadful to our Nature, as to which, this plea- 
for] ſant Land is to afford all things contrary there- 
arſt} unto ; which are as much delightful and faris- 
factory, as the others were tedious and pain;ul, 
2x-| They who had thoſe long weariſome and intricate 
3 off Journeys inthe Wilderneſs did ſenſibly know that 
hin} Reſt was good and deſirable ; for out of Hepe 
ive and Expectation of that, they did ſubject them- 
r off ſelves unto outward Evils, Pain and Hardſhip, 
as) This Placc of Gen. 49. 15. doth Originally in- 
hel tend, How that the Sons of Abraham, Iſaac, and 
is Facob, 
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Facob, (under which are typified and compre- 


hended all the Faithfa!,) to whom the Land 
Promiſe was; yet they ſhould undergoe muchtylin; 
Wearineſs and Pain in the mean while, That Re 
ſhould be fonnd good for them, and-the Land tobe 
pleaſant, by comparing with the contrary evil 
things, that before they had met withal. For 
Facob doth here tell them what ſhould befa 
them in the laſt Days, which accordingly came 
ſo to paſs, He ſpake by the Spirit of God, before 
whom all things are preſent and certain, and the 
things which were not as yet, he knew them as 
if they already were. By Faith Abraham ſojoyrn- 
ed in the Land of Promiſe, as in a ſtrange Countrey, 
awelling m Tabernacles with Haas and Facob, the 
Heirs with hin of the ſame Promiſe, Heb. 1 1. 9.thi 
By which is ſhewn forth, that he did not know it 
even when he was in the Land of Promiſe. And 
then the Patriarchs had not fixed and dwelling 
Houſes, ſuch as have Foundations, verl. 10, an 
were builded, which are unmoveable ; but only 
Tabernacles or moving Tents, juſt like Shepherds, 
Travailers or Souldiers uſe in their Motion. And 
afterwards their Seed did ſojourn in a ſtrange 
Land, whodid bring them into Boridage, and evil 
entreared them' for four hundred Years. Again, 
When after that God brought them forth, he cau- 
ſed themto wander forty Years in the Wilderneſs, 
and led them through that great and terrible 
Wilderneſs, wherein were fiery Serpents and Scor- 
pions, and Draught, where there was no Water ; jou: 
who brought them forth Water out of the _ the 
af |: 
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fa 
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fFlint. This was ro humble and prove them, 
o do:them good in their latter end, which accor- 
ingly came ſo to paſs z for by this Way and Me- 
hod he brought them, at laſt, into a good Land 
Land: of Brooks of Water, of Fountains and* 
cpths; that ſpring our of Valleys and Hills, 
ow, All theſe things happened to them in 4 
gre, and they are a Shew and Repreſentation 


meto' us, that as the Lord God (the Creator and 
orePreſerver of Mankind) did lead forth the Chil- 
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ren of -[ſrael through the Wilderneſs, into the 
nd of Promiſe ; ſo he did before that rime; and 
hath ever ſince, and d6th continue to dv fo at this 
Day, to lead all the Generations of Men and Wo- 
men, of every Nation, Countrey, and Language, 


9, ___ this Earth, unto that Land of Promiſe, 


r to that place where we ſhall be, aftcr we are 


nd 
ing 
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removed from hence. That is no Paſlaze or 
hrough-fare, ( as- this Earth is, ) but an abi- 
ing and eternal State. 


aly | But-as there is mention of a good Land, and of 
ds, hk great"'and terrible Wilderneſs; there are fruit- 
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ul Countries, as alſo barren Mountainsand De- 
erts; there is both healthful and alo noifome 
eſtilential Air : Again, wius much is ſenſible and 
vident, That there is Good and Evil, Pain and 
leaſure, Comfort and Vexation; now theſe op- 
olite and contrary things happen unto us in an 
mperfect, interchangable, and ſucceſſive manner; 
here (þ much is alſo manifeſted and percervable to 
ur outward Sences. As to what is furtheron, that 
there is Light and Darkneſs, there ts fomewhat 
ae Above 
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and aDread of -falling below into the Place ur? 


were $Garment tothe Squl) Things aregiven anſ© 


(6) 
Above and ſomewhat "SR4 to the Knowled - 
whereof we find andfeel jn.our ſelvesa Deſire li 
ked on to our Natnre to;havea Being aboyey. I c 
hereby ask him that ſhallrcad this, Whitherat mB" 
making known and propoſing this untothee;thdf * 
doſt not deſire -that thy Spirit may he: receive'© 


into the Heavens above; atter thy. Body is laid 
the Grave? Andis there not in thee an Hors 


derneath, to be thruſt down into? the Bottamle 
Pit, the infernal and eternal Dunzeqnz;' where 
utter Darkneſs ?. If it is' not ſo with thee as 1 fed. 
and diſcern. it in my ſelf, then the LOR D; w 
faſhioneth the Hearts of the Inhabitarits of, 
Earth Alike, Pſal. 33.15; hath madg me ditf 
rent fromother Men ;,,which yet heath nar; fp. 
I.am confident the ſame. Mind's in hee alſo, anf 
in all People, unleſs inrIgnorant Souls and Unb 
lievcrs, in thoſe Fools and Brutiſh Meawho thin } 
of none of theſe things +; 

In this preſent State (where - our Body | is As j 


proviged for us, by our Good and Wiſe, Creato 
which are ſuitable & convenient to this ne ue! 
and Need; as what tends to Nouriſhmear, $ufſt 
nance, Warmth, Reſt,and ſach like.. The-Bound © 
of our Habitation are determined on this Face d * 
the Earth, which alſo is ſtabliſhed thar. it cann 
be moved ; ſo that againſt falling down we knoy | 


Dathan, and Abiram; or as the Inhabitants 
Tamaicaand Sicily lately were, we think our 7] 
(ufh 


not, where, or from being ſwallowed up as X T 


VB 


wleggfficiently Safe and Secure, becauſe though that 
fre dh ſometimes; yet it doth very rarely happen; 
....] Þ that.even now we enjoy a Salvation (which 
. DI nifies Safety or Preſervation ) from thoſe kinds 
e-rhdf Evil: Yet as to what is moſt feared, which 
ceivele are ſubject and liable unto, and muſt taſt off, 
laig: 7 this State of Things, there is no Salvation or 
ad Preſervation from :That; I mean from Diſeaſes 
-6-1$0d" Death. it ſelf: All other things are the 
hore feared as they may haſtenand bring on that, 
hich is the Xing of Zerrors, and moſt terrible of 
ernbles. - 

 Asit:ſeems dreadful to be ſtripped Naked and 
urned'out of Doors into the open Air in acold 
inters Night without any Cloths, Habitation, or 
#rer:3/ {o there is, by Nature, this Terriblenefs 
hb Death; that to allude unto 2 Cor. 5. 3. We be- 
ing now Clot bed, (1 mean with the Body) ſpall be 
endred aud found Naked, For we are aſſured that 
he Soul doth Live, when ſhe is diſlodged 'out of 
as #tÞis Tabernacle; and when we think or ſpeak at- 
nan{&T the manner of Men, we are apt to doubt that 
-2ro ten ſhe will not have things ſo proper and com- 
ung alpag for her, asnow the Body hath: We are 


11ſt aloapt.to imagine, that when ſhe is let and for- 
und Ccd out of this Ark of the Body, ſhe will fly and 
ce « Wander up and down, and like Noad's Dove, ſhe 
nno Will:find no. Reſt, nor ſettled Place where to in- 
now habit or abide, bur, be likethin Air, driven to and 
r ak; (£0, and tofled; | 

al ' As Man's Knowledge and Reaſon doth ſuggeſt 
Ives theſe ard the like things, the Revelation of God 


MN doth 


(8) 
doth acquaint us otherwife, and anſwer” theſqto 
very ſame Doubts, which by Nature ſpring up inthe 
our Minds, And it came to paſs that the Big ealſm! 
dyed, and was carried: by the Avgels into Abrahamy wi 
Boſoms, Luk. 16. 22. The Body isſeen to' belaidarc 
in the Grave, and turns:mto Corruption, fo thig * 
cannot be ſaid as to that, which is but the Shellzo 
or Husk of the Soul. -But i the Soul being t 
Man himfelf is thus diſfioſed of, and cenvayed 


there where his Principality is, who is Prince off bei 
the Power of the Air) as well as to afliſtias to di]ext 
rect her in her Aſcent up above, and there of | 
lodge the departed Soul inta Abraham's” Boſows\an 
who is the Father of the Faithful, . from whoſe! bei 


Souls of the Parriarchs; and the Spirits of Juſt] net 
Men made perfect already are; Accordingly|' 
Death is called, A Gathering to his ' Fathers.” © As 
a Hen gathereth her Chickens under her Wings, pre 
where the Chickens delight and are farisfied ro} ſen 
be; ſo this Boſom of Abraham is a Place of fweet), 
Repoſe. The GOD of "Abraham will be. that]/eer 
unto his Creatures, what a Breaſt or. Boſam 1s to 15. 
2a Poor, Cold, Naked, and Hungry Infant. 'Fer' as} wh 
a Towng-man marrieth a Virgin, ſo ſhall his Sars| Of 
AMarry thee : And as the Bridegroom rejoyceth' over\hid 
the Bride, ſ1. ſhall thy God rejoyce over thee, Ia.) mc 
62. 5. And ſo Gods Care to his People is elſe-j Co 
where compared to a Nurſe dandling npon her} tio! 
Knees. His Spirit which ſpake by //aiah, is full | ſea 


co 


('9) 
heſqto this Purpoſe ; for He who firſt created and 
then implanted that Love, Care and Compaſſion 
@aſm Father, Mother, Nurſe, and other: Creatures, 
will now exert and ſhew forth all theſe immedi- 
laidarely by Himſelf only. | 
thiy The Righteous Periſheth, and no Man layeth it 
hel]ro Heart, Grc. He fhall enter into Peace; they ſhall 
ref# in their Beds, &c. Ifa. 57. 1, 2. Repent ye 
therefore; and be converted, that your Sins may be 
blotted out, when the Times of Refreſhing ſhall come 
om the preſence of the Lord, Aft. 3. 19. We 
being here expreſsly told of Abrahams Boſom, of 
dilentring into Peact, and reſting on their Beds, and 
' tojof the Times of Refreſhing. All theſe do directly 
ow\anfwer and ſatisfy thoſe Fears and Surmiſes of 
ofc{ being” found Naked, and deſtitute of all things ; 
the] that the Soul will be full of Trouble and Reſtleſs- 
uſt] neſs, or be expoſed ro Cold or Irkſomeneſs. 
glyl* Not that 1 believe it-will be exactly fo in all 
the Particulars and Circumſtances, as is here ex- 
g8,)preficd ;' bur it will be alike, and have ſome re- 
oj ſemblance ro what is ſignified hereby. Have the 
bet} Gates of Death been opened unto thee ? Or ha#t thx 
lat] ſeen the Doors of the Shaddow of Death 7 Job. 38. 
tof17. That thou mayeſt ſee and know how and 


per\hidden from the Children of Men, nothing is 
ſa. more ſecret and hidden than our future Stare'and 
&- | Condition. Of which furure State and Condi- 
er | tion, wiſe and conſidering Men have enquiredand 
all } ſearched diligently, ſearching what' or what 
Oo 1 manner 
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manner of Creatures themſelves ſhould be, after yn 
their Body. returns to its Earth;..and-it is. yetun-xha 
known to; them : . For .even when we do. not «{0;jje 
much: as ſec:and know what is done in the next jr, 
Nei2hbouring-Houſe, unleſs our ſelves be there, 
or'it be told unto us; how much. lcſs.can wehac, 
know -what is: tranſacted in Heaven above; or ; 
what is the Decree of GOD concerning aus, no 
more 'than we ;can now. ſee-into the. lowermoſt 
parts-of the.Earth. | Burt the Word, which ,was 
with Gad, :and the Word was God, which is.in 
the Boſom of the Father, who: came| down from 
Heaven, he hath declared in fome manger how it 
ſhall, be. Marvel not at this: for the Hanr 5s 
coming, in the which"\all that are: in the. Graves 
ſna'l. hear. his Voice, And they that,have done-good, 
ſha! ariſe unto the Reſurrettion of Life ; 
that have done evil, unto the: Reſurxettion of 
nation, Joh. 5. 28, 29; The Spirit of Cbrs 
which was in the Prophets, , 1 Pet. 1.190, It. 
Mark here how it is called The Spirit of Chriit,hen 
which did aCtuate them all ; and 1inthe-Apoſtles, Liſe 
and in the Hearts of all che Faithful, at. this Days t 
do alſo fiznifie and teſtifie before Hand the ſame;jyj 
that A/[ muſt die, and come to Judgment, and 
afterwards ſhall be either eternally Saved, ory, 
Damned. We may feel within every one of us, _ | 
our ownSpirits witneſſing together, and affenting};ye 
thateven ſo it will be. And ſo we know. thug. 
much before hand, in general Terms, that-it-wilhy, 
be either: Good or Evil with us ;- that we ſhalkzrg 
partake of Happineſs, or Miſery. This will 


PE 

terfn infinitely more abiding and enduring State, 
N- than this Life, which is as a Vapour, and conti- 
4hierh not; ſo that it is evident, there are two 
xtkinds of Futwrity, Good and Evil, Happineſs and 
TC Miſery, Pleaſure and Pain, Salvation and Dam- 
WC hation, Heaven and Hel. 

Orſ Asit is written, This ſame 7eſus which 1s taken 
p from you into Heaven, ſhall ſo come it like 
anner, as ye have ſeen him go into Heaven, Adts 
. IT. Now Teſu Chri#t is the Word of God, 
nd as all things were created by the ſame Word, 
hey are now upheld by the ſame Word; the 
ame Word doth acquaint us with the ſeveral 
atures of them, and how they pertain to us 
en: So the ſame Word doth aſſure us before 
and, how it will be in the World to come, 
hereof we ſpeak, and which we are all juſt en- 


wriſhment, Bleſſing or Carfinz, Life or Death, 
1T.Happineſs or Miſery ; and through the Appre- 
##henſion of this laſt and worſt Thing, there doth a- 
les,jiſe that Bondage through Fear of Death ; which 
ayys the Gate and Entrance into this future and In- 
ifible World. 

and! But how, and after what manner Feſus Chriſt, 
| Olphich delivered us from the Wrath ro come, 1 Thel, 
us, x. 10. doth here in the Words of the Text De- 
18liver them who through fear of Death were all 
hu heir Life- time ſubjeft to Bondage. This will be 
Willworth our preſent Enquiry, as alſo the narrow 
halEind attcative Conſideration of the Reader, 
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It is good to trace things up to their Original (al 
to learn the Cauſes and true Nature of them, th, 
whereby a right Remedy and Cure may be ap i4Gr 
M 


ed to theEvil and to the Diſeaſe. We read” in 
Gen, 3. That Death came into the World as thejjn, 
Effect and Puniſhment of Sin and Tranſgrefſion 
and alſo thereupon the Ground was accurſed ; 
Vanity and Inſufficiency was pur into things, /| 
Sorrow ſhalt thou eat of it all the Days of thy Life\roy 
From whence is further entailed and linked on all xp 
that manifold Trouble and Vexatien of Spiritlyg 
we meet with on this Earth.;. as alſo from hencdy ; 
doth ariſe that certain fearful Looking for of yetpg 
worſe things to come after our Spirits, that is $4. 
our ſelves are diſlodged from this Body, whicl,þ 
we are Day by Day in our ſeveral Perſons. tha 
Behold herein the Goodneſs and Severity 0 
God, In that all Mankind ( both Saint and Sinner 
none excepted) are afflicted and puniſhed. aftelate 
this manner; they muſt go through much Sorrowgy 
here, and after taſt of this bitter and dreadful, y 
thing of Death, herein is Severity, But toward 
his faithful People and Children Goodneſs, if the 
continue in his Goodneſs ; otherwiſe they ſhall bdyey 
cut off from that moſt precious Promiſe and Priigf | 
vilcdge God hath yet made and reſerved for Maniggy 
kind, Ir ſhall bruiſe thy Head, and thou fhalt bruiſe, 1c 
hu Heel, Gen, 3. 15. Here is the Promiſe, whic 
ſimce that time it was firſt Spoken, hath bee! 


I 


accordingly made good, For fince by Man camtfys 

Death, by Man came alſo the Reſurreftion of thigar 

Dead. Fey as in Adam all died, even ſo in Chriſt ſha 
"1 


(13) 
nal| at be made Alive, 1 Cor. 15. 21, 22. Here are 
-M, the incxpreſſible Priviledges and Benefits that our 
Pli: Gracious God hath again enfranchized poor 
HY Mankind with, afterhe had by his Miſdemeanour, 
UWindoing forbidden Things, loſt and forfeited them. 
ON  Þ have been often aſtoniſhed within my ſelf to 
: Id that exaC(t Connection and Agreement, 
| {which is berween the ſeveral Parts of Scripture 
/*\rogether, though the Places are very diſtant and 
Aatfraſunder; which do abundantly confirm unto 
ittyg the Wiſdom of God and the Truth of his Re- 


.1SySeed of the Woman ſball bruiſe the Serpents Head, 
ICAwhich -18 his vital Part, (it having been reported 
that the only and ſooneſt Way to kill that vene- 
' 9Ymaus and deſtruftive Bealt is to ſtrike at his 
cad) We underſtand from the Words immedi- 
ately foregoing my Text, that Chriſt hath alrea- 
OWdy done the foregoing neceſſary thing, That 
lule browgh Death he might deſtroy him that had the 
awer of Death, that i, the Devil, which was 
raiſing his H-ad to that Degree, fo that it ſhall 
never be whole and found again. Now the Works 
”Tlof God are Gradual, Orderly, and Succeſſive, 
anifor he hath been, and is ſtill doing this Work, 
#iſ&ut it is not yet throughly finiſhed and perfected, 
ICihwhich at length will be. 
eel Tf it be asked, How or afrer what manner Te- 
With Chrift doth this? We learn and plainly under- 
thtand this from his Name which was given unto 
aim in the Womb, And thou ſhalt call his name 
«1. B 2 FESUS. 
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ESUS, for he ſhall ſave hu People from their | . 
Nine Mart. 4 21. The Word ef. £ Foſhnah |! 
ſignifies a Saviour or Deliverer 3 As it is written S< 
there ſhall come ont of Zion the Deliverer, and' ſhall —_ 
txrn away Vngodlineſs from facob, Rom. 11, 26. jof 
Now put all this together, and this natural and ie 


neceſlary Inference doth ariſe, That the Way wheye- Th 
by Feſus Chrift doth deliver them who through Fear |” 
of Death are all their Life time ſubje to Bondage, 
3r, By Saving them from their Sins, and by turning 
them from their Ungoalineſs ; for ſaith the ſame1®** 
Spirit of Truth, The Sting of Death us Sin, 1 Cor. _ 
IF. 56. Bur when that Sting is plucked our, as = 
ſo it is where Jeſus Chrift is formed into any ofj®" 
us, there the foregoing Queſtion may be uſed, }*? 
O Death, where is thySting? O Grave where is 47, 
thy Viftory ? ver. 55. By which word Viftory isf"" 
ſignified that overcoming Nature, whereby itÞ'* 
doth thruſt down and confign over unto the ſe.|*?' 
cond Death : For only by reaſon of Sin, Tranſ-!* © 
grefſion, and Ungodlinefs ir comes to paſs thatj©* 
we are ſubje& to Bondage, through a ſlaviſhſ”? 
kind of Fear of what God, who hath denounc I 
and revealed a Puniſhment againft theſe things,|4** 
will doe unto us for the ſame, when we come to hh, 
meet with him beyond the Grave. 9 
This we ſenlibly know and experimentally feel,;75 
that after we have commitred Sin, like our Fore- 1, 
father Adam, We are afraid, Gen. 3. 10. and as}*ro 
our Conſciences are obnoxious to Guilt, there all; 
4oth arife in them a fearful ExpeCtation of Evi 
Things to come ; which, being ſenſible and per 
ceivablct' 
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i civable to us, as Adam did hide himſelf, ſo the 
x generality of Men and Women uſe no other Re- 
aj \medy. and Preſervative herein, but not to think 
6, of it, or to = It ontof ay 1 —_— on ſet = 

.4 |poſe, By putting the Evil Day far from them ; whic 
«7 lag inpoſſidls to doe, bur nf the Sence and 
hy Thoughts thereot: Whereas the good and right 
. mg 1s, If thow baſt ſinned, do ſo no more; but ask 
$ Pardon for thy former Sins; Repent of what us paſt, 
and be Watchfwl for the Futnre . But the other is 
(as foohſh a Device, as for a Capital Felon, or any 
other who hath done Things worthy of Death, 
nly to drive away the Thoughts of it, and nor 
o prepare for his Tryal or Defence; or after- 
;;\wards not to ſeek out and endeavour after a Re- 
, igÞrieve'or Pardon: So again it is on the other 
, ;xſhand, when we keep Innoceney, and take heed 
_Junto the - thing that is'Righte, this doth afford 
nf.!Peace all the mean while, and at laſt alſo: Which 
har}<xempts and frees from all Trouble and Vexati- 
.iſhj01 of Spirit; as alſo it takes away that Doubt 
f Mind as to the further Event and laſt conſe- 
\gs, quent of things. We do experimentally find that 
> rol we ſerve God in Righteouſneſs and Holineſs all the 
days of onr Life, we are withont Fear, Luk. 1. 74, 
-e1,/75-- for almoſt all Fear doth ariſe from Sin or E- 
re-'vil, ſo that conſequentially the more we are freed 
, as\from them, the more wearc freed from the other 
ere 21: And fo whereas it is here before ſaid, That 
Evie being delivered from the Hands of our Enemies 
x 1ight 5 him without Fear, the Enemies here 
1blc\fpoken of arc Sn, Sarar, and Dea:b, TheDevil 
Þ B 3 could 
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could doe no Harm to any one unleſs. he foundkir 
ſome Sinor Evil in the Party, wherein to ground7} 
his Temptation and inflift his Puniſhment. Sai, 
the Lamb of God, in whom was no Sin, el 
Prince of this World cometh and findeth nothing inr, 
me; fo that his Temptation tould-not have then 
deſigned Effett on him. When he endured thatn' 
bitter Paſſion, and was under the Wrath, of Godp a; 
He was wounded for eur Tranſgreſſions, Ht waly) 
bruiſed for eur Iniqnities; And the Lord bath laidys 

en him the Iniquity of us all, And He bare the Sifftri 
of many, Iſa. 53. 5, 64 12. But if t had not beeyyi: 
for that it is not poſſible for him to have. under4 , 
gone any Pain or Suffering. As afterwards, bethe 
cauſe he was the Holy one he did not ſee Corrmptipcc 
on, Pſal. 16. 10, and /t was not poſſible that ys 1 
ſhould be holden of Death, as the inſpired Apoſtity, 
doth truly averr it; - ſ@ that;it is evident, neithegyil 
the Devil himſelf, nor Death could hurt any on&h 
unleſs it was for Sin, whereupon Sin doth fﬀe 
the greateſt, and, I may ſay, the only Enemy gnc 
for though the Word Enemy is often applied, andPox 
moſt commonly underſtood of our Fellaw-creaRtoc 
tures,(they being thenext immediate viſible Har 
which doth the real or ſuppoſed Evil or Harm 
yer. here again, it is not ſomuch the particu] 

Manor Woman that is our Enemy, but. the Sirfnc 
which doth appear forth through them doth: anyeſ 
noy and afflift us : Yet here again as the Gracthe 
and Doctrine of Chrii# would heal and rettifigs : 
thoſe corrupt and miftaken Principles in thempe/; 
herein he doth fave and deliver them from = e 

in 


Be #, 
7 of Enemies alſo : Andit being likewiſe ſaid, 
nd hat He doth ſave us from the Hand of all that 
SaiGate ws, Herein he doth ſhew and manifeſt him- 
Elf ro be amoſt perfet and compleat Saviour 
 *Mmnd Deliverer. This alſo muſt extend to Satan 
> thand his Legions of Evil Spirits, for we are told, 
thaknd do find it ſo, that He hath great Wrath a- 
Godp ainſt us, becanſe he hath bat a ſhort time. which 
 wa\Wrath he doth ſhew forth and exert againſt us, 
laigs he afts throngh ſuch incarnate and vi:ible In- 
e Sifftraments, who are of the like Fleſh and Blood 
beenvith our ſelves, 
deri As afore-intimated, All other evil things are 
bethe more feared, according as they may the more 
wptipccaſion, haſten, or bring on Death it (elf, which 
t: 4s the laſt Enemy that ſhall be deſtroyed. Bur 
oftleven, after that hath deſtroyed our Body, Chriſt 
the$vill deſtroy that. Now to deſtroy the Deſtroyer, 
-on&hat is Salvation, indeed. Which again will be 
fected, after it hath ſeized and done its wortt 
my and utmoſt upon us. © / wil! ranſom them from the 
anGPower of the Grave. (whereby it may be under- 
reaNood, that the Prince of Life will, as it were, 
orce and command it fo, for he is greater in Power 
þnd Might) 7 will redeenms them from Death. (As 
atie firſt brought us into Life, and made us liable 
 Sicpnd ſubjeR unto Dying and Death ; fo he will 
-anpeſcue and bring us up fromit. Whereto agree 
racthe Words of the Plalmiſt, He that is our God, 
tifiqs the God of Salvation; and unto God the LORD 
Empe/ong the Iſſues from Death, Plal. 68. 20.) 0 
noſGDeerh 1 will be thy Plagnes, O Grave I will be thy 
ind | B 4 De- 
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Deftruftion. Death hath been heretofore a Plaguezu! 
to us, and theGrave hath deſtroyed and crumbledin 
our Body into Duſt, when before it was ſafe and! 


intire Fleſh and Blood, But God and Chriſt willþe 
(in this Sence) Repent Himſelf, for his Servants {if 
and he will plague this Plague, and deſtroy* this 
Deſtroyer ; ſo that it ſhall be returned upon himd, 
and faid, O thou Enemy, Deftruttions are come to yh 
perpetual ena, Plal. 9. 6. That is, When the ve4hz 
ry ſame Things, which did before ſeem to be de 
royed, and come to nothing, are raiſed up t 

Life and Being again, never more to turn intapu: 
Corruption, nor yet to be ſubje& unto Deſtru4hc 
tion. All this ſtands ratified and confirmed wit 
this kind of Speech, Repentance (hall be bid fro 
mine Eyes, Hoſ. 13. 14, Whixh isas much as iÞl« 
GOD fhould fay, I will never repent nor alterſti: 
from this-my Decree and Purpoſe, hi 

It was before obſerved, That the Works oÞLi 
God are Gradual, Orderly, and Succeſſive, an 
that Chriſt is now doing his Work; but it is notth 
yet done and finiſhed. 

But at the end he ſhall have deliver'd up the King 
dome ta the Father: For he muſt reign till he hat 
put, all Enemies ander his Feet, which is not donqof 
yet. Bit now we ſee not yet all things put undenT. 
Him; for the Devil, and Wicked Men, and DeathþÞ1 
do till reign in the World, For the laſt Enemyar 
that ſhall be deſtroyed, is Death ; and then it willin 
be fulfilled and conſummated, That thtoupht! 
Death, he might altually deſtroy him that had th{ai 
Power of Death, that is the Devil, This will bqm 
+ 4 * d * y . founc : 
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aguepund true at the time of the End, at the con- 
1bledJuſion and ſhutring up of all Things. 

* and!' But whereas it 1s further added, And deliver 
* willhems who through fear of Death were all their 
ents | 20m ſubjes to Bondage; hence is ſome 
-thigzood, yea, and a very great Good to be expect- 
him;d, and alſo had in this prefent Time, and mean 
hile. By being ſ«#&je& ro Bondage, is denoted 


ugh this Fear of Death, which Fear hath tor- 
Þ tanent, and is ſenſible : It running throuchour all 
intopur Life, ſo that it doth embitter the Comforts 
ſtruſhereof, The Knowledge and Wiſdom of the 
ithincient Heathens, ( whoſe Care and Concern 
ercin will riſe up in Judgment againſt many Peo- 
as iþle of this Generation, and what is called a Chri- 
altedtian Countrey) could diſcern this much, How 
hat it was neceſſary, to the Happineſs of this 


andÞefore it came ; and alſo to be preſerved from 
; nothe Danger thereof, when it ſhall be aQtually 
reſent: Which they did endeavour to fence 


g#hemſelves againſt, by doing good Works and 
hat Offices, Speaking the Trath, and by the PraCtice 


f Moral Vertue. But for want of the Grace and 
ruth, which came by Jeſus Chrift, they could 
nild on no ſure Foundation, nor yet attain unto 
emyany certain Preſervation or Salvation, as Concern- 
willing this laſt and dreadful Thing, As to which, 
eghthe Faith and Knowledge ofour Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
{thdand the Obſervance of whatſoever he hath com- 
l bqmanded, doth both, 

und | Now 


purpoſe the Son of God was manifeſted, that he mig ht 


( 20 ) 

Now Chriſt doth deliver Mankind from this | 
Bondage, that is, from the Slaviſh Fear thereof, 
at preſent, and from that Puniſhment and Con- | 
finement which this Dearh conſigns People over 
unto, no other way, than by Saving them from their 
Sins, ad not in their Sins, For this would be im- 
poſlible, and a contradiftion in Terms. But to 
that ayvree the other Scriptures, Vnto you firſt, 
God havinz raiſed up hts Son Jeſus Chrift, ſent him | 
to bleſs you, in turning away every one of you from his | 
Iniquittes, Act. 3. 26. So that none will have the 
Blefling of Chriſt, but only he that is ##rned from 
his Iniquities, And until this be done, not one 
Jot or Tittle of God's precious Promiſes, or com- 
fortable Truth, doth belong to him, For this 


deſtroy the Works of the Devil, x John 3. 8.. Hence 
it appears that Chriſt will neither be a Saviour to 
thee nor me, unleſs theſe Works of the Devil are 
effeQtually deſtroyed in thee and me. 

If thou askeſt, Whar are the Works of the De- | 
vil? the anſwer is to be gathered from the ſame 
Verſe, He that committeth Sm, is of the Devil. 
So that all Sin or Unrig bteouſneſs, is the Work of the 
Devil All thoſe Works of the Fleſh, recited up 
in Gal. 5. 19, 20, 21. Adwltery, Fornication, | 
Uncleanneſs, Laſciviouſneſs, Idolatry, Witchcraft, | 
Hatred, Variance, Emulation, Wrath, Strifes, Se- 


uy 


ditions, Hereſies, Envyings, Marders, Drunkenneſc, | 
Revellings, and ſuch A are the Works of the 
Devil. And if we do not find all theſe aCtually | 
deſtroyed within us, the Son of God isno Saviour | 
to 
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| tous; we are not ſaved from our Sins, butweare 


yet in our Sins; We are not delivered from that 


| Corruption, and guilt of our Nature, nor yet are 


weutterly freed from being Servants of Sin: The 
Scripture is all along, in a wonderful manner, 
confonant and agreeable to its ſelf in this Thing, 
And ye know that he (viz. Chriſt) was maxiſeſted 
ro take away our Sins, ahd in him was no Sin. Whoſo- 
ever abideth in him, finneth uot ; Whoſoever ſinteth, 
hath not ſeen him, neither known him, 1 John 3. 5,6, 
Therefore if any Man be in Chri#t, he is a new Crea- * 
ture: old things ave paſſed away, behold, all things 
are become new, 2 Cor. 5, 17. Who gave humſcif 
for #4, that he might retleem 1 from all Iniquity, 
and parifie wnto himſelf a peculiar People, zealous 
of good Works, Tit, 2. 14. 

All cheſe Scriptures are ſignificant and perti- 
nent to the matter in hand, and there are mote 
than an Hundred others, which doall confirm and 
manifcſt the inrended Point, that Chrift will no 
other ways ſave us from that Fear of Death, and 
and that Bondage occaſioned by it throughout 
our Life-rime, as alſo, from all rhoſe Evils which 
follow afterwards, bur by firſt, Saving us from our 
Sins. All Preaching and Publiſhing is in Vain, 
and all Reading or Hearing isin Vain, unleſs the 
Doctrines are made good, and the Word is con- 
firmed out of this Pillar and Ground of Truth, 

1 have often thought of, and wondred ar, the 
Hypocrifie of thoſe as I have ſeen therein, the 
cunning Deluſion of Satan, who, like them we 
read of in 1/aiah, hat did Cal! themſelves of art 

Ho 
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Holy City, and ſtay »pon the God of {ſrael; or likef. 
' thoſe in Micah 3. 11, whe, when they do ſeveral 9 
things contrary unto, and different from his Law, F.** 
yer they will lean upou the Lord, and ſay, Is not the 
Lord among us? none evil can come upon 1. ,S0 
among us there be thoſe who profeſs and talk ve- 
ry much of GOD and of CHRIST, who 
ſpend much Time in his Worſkip and outward 
Service, and arc conſtant and diligent therein ; 
who make a fair Shew in the Flefh, and external 
Obſervances, and ſeem to be more Religious 
than ordinary ; and yet they do not live the Life 
of Gad nor of Chriſt, What doth all this profit and 
{inifie? truly and in good carneſtit is not aRe- 
ligion, that is, to che Saving of the Soul; for there 
is a Religion which is grounded upon the Cuſtom 
of the World, or juſt to pacifte natural Conſci- 
ence, or to build up ſome . vain and falſe Hopes 
for Heaven; and there is another pure, and un- 
defiled, ſincere and univerſal Religion, which is 
indeed to the ſaving of the Soul. But if People 
talk never ſo much of God arid of Chrift, and 
ſcem to ſerve him never ſo much, but all the while 
themſelves are not like unto God and to Chriſt, Þ : 
they are not transformed into the Image of Him 
who created them, nor are they partakers of the 
Divine Nature,theſe have the Name of Chriſtians, 
but they have not the Thing. For all their Ap- 

earauce unto others, and deceiving of them- 
R_ The Lord knoweth them that are his, 2 Tim. 
2. 19. Unto whom ſuch do not belong. If any 
Han hath not the Spirit of C hriſt, he u none of he, 
- | Rom, 
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om. $. 9. Now the Fruit of the Spirit is Love, 
#9, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gemleneſs, Goodneſs, 
aith, Meekneſs, Temperance, and all ſuch Diſpo- 
itions of Soul and outward Actions; as againſt 
uch there is no Law, either in the Old or New 
eftament. And they that are Chriſts, have crucifi- 
d the Fleſh with the AﬀeBions and Luſts, Gal. 5. 24. 
n the Margent it is Paſſtons So that the mean- 
ng is, that it 18 not fufficient only ro abftain from 
luttony, Drunkenneſs, filthy Luſts ; but even 
hoſe Pathons of Anger, Wrath, Malice, Envy, 
nd ſich like, are to be crucified and put to 
cath, if they are indeed Members of a Cruci- 
iced Saviour, But now, as it is Written, The 
rd hath mingled a perverſe Spirit in the mids of 
opt, ſo there is evidently to be feen a Perverſe 
pirit amongſt many who are called Religious, 
nd themſelves would fain be accounted ſo. There 
s the Spirit of Stubbornnels, and the Spirit of Re- 
roach, and the Spirit of Falfhood, Lying, Deta- 
ation, bearing falſe Witneſs, intermingled a- 
ongft them, and they are found tobe deſirous of 
ain Glory, provoking one another, exvying one ano- 
her, Certain it 1s that they do not /rve 17 rhe Spi- 
it, nor yet walk in the Spirit ; but they are in 
hoſe things contrary to the Spirit of Chriſt, and 
o they are Antichriſts allo. For not only He 
hat ___ not that Jeſus Chrift is come in the 
"leſk, x John 4. 3. Not only the Pope, whe 
raditions, Impoſitions, and Commandments, are 
* Contrary to thoſe of Chriſt; but whatever beſides 
$ contrary to the Doctrine of Chriſt, that is An- 
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tichriſt alſo; for ſo the Greek Word for Axtishrifuc 
ſignifies. And thus is that Spirit of AntichriF0! 
whereof you have heard that it fbould come, and eve 
wow already is it m the World. Tbidem. Like thoſÞ 


who call Him Lord, Lord, and would not do thþrc 
Things he ſaith ; fo let either Preachers or Heaþ-0 
rers .uſe never ſo many complemental and finfV« 
Expreſſions concerning Him, that he is altogethq-2 
Lovely, and the chicfeſt of Ten Thouſand; (He | 
fo indecd, and infinitely more Good and Graciouſc 
unte Mankind, than the Tongne of Men and ArFai 
gels can fet forth and expreſs.) Bur if themſ(elveg 4 
in the mean while, do deſpiſe, and ſhew then10 
ſelyes ſtubborn againſt the Word of God, and thgEr 
Miniſtration thereof, and they go on froward]| 
in the way of their Heart, their own Actions here 
in run counter to their Words; and hereby there 
ſhew themſclves thus toChriſt, the Word of Godgjey 
whom beſo they did ſeem to Honour, and ſpeaſr® 
Good of his Name. Again, where People do pighttc 
and chooſe, and they are for keeping ſome of thÞ in 
Commandments of God, and negleCting other, 
whereas the very lalt Command and lzireftiop0rL 
which Chriſt is recorded to have given, which PEY 
Comprchenſlive, and of greateſt Concern of aſ*#» 
the reſt, is, That his Diſciples ſhould Teach Peopea 
to obſerve all things whatſoever he hath commanae (ftv 
Mar. 28. 20. Hedoth poſitively averr and affirnffto 
Whoſoever ſhall break one of theſe leaft Command" 
wents, and ſhall teach Men ſo, he fhall be called ts « 
leaFt in the Kingdom of Heaven, Mat. 5. 19. Th&ve 1 
1s, in the Diſpenſation and Miniſtry of the GaſpePt, 
ſuc 
| 
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hriſuch an one is the very worft of them, and indeed, 
140 fit to be a Miniſter thereof, And yer, How 
eveFomman is it in our Days, to intimate in their 
hoſPoctrine, that ſuch and ſuch things, though they 
» thþre a Breach of ſume of the greater and leſſer 
Hea-ommandments, yer they are allowable to the 
- finfVeaknelſs of Fleſh and Blood, and confiſtent with 
rheaſpel Liberty, or the Spot of God's Children. 
He $ But they have not fo learned of Chrilt, ta give 
ioujlne leaft way towards the Breach of one of the 
| aſt of his Commandments. 

lveg Again, where People do ftand upon the Thre- 
ienMold and go no further, that is after the mar- 
d cher of Fooliſh Worldly Worſhippers, they Sin 
rdlyjnd Confeſs, they Confeſs and Sin, and in the 
1eranean while they ſerve divers Luſts and Plea 
thef«res ; or they do not forſake, get out from and 
Godeyond this Sin; or they always ſtick in the 
peaſrmnc:ples of the Dottrine of Chriſt; and not go on 
pich2to Perfection 3 herein they do not endeavour 
f thÞ imitate and follow after him who was without 
hero, nor do they preſs after his Holineſs if they 
tiopould be a partaker of his Happineſs; nor are 
ch Þey perfeft, even as ther Father which i in Hea- 
of afſen  perfeft. All Error doth uſually lie in ex- 
eopeams, and commonly the very Truth doth lie 
1defetween them both: For whereas many of them 
firnfh0 ſay that they live without Sin, may be con- 
;anAnced out of the Law as Tranſgrefſors; ſo on 
4 te other hand, they who ſay it 1s not poſſible ro 
Thave without Sin, it is certain that ſich may ſin 
fſpeÞt, and abſtain from all Appearaiice of Evil, 
—_—. much 
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ſenſible) is better than for a Man to 4aild great$or 
\ Barns where to beſtow his Fraits and his Goodbble 
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much more than they now do: I will be bold te 


ſay between them both, that it is not impoſliblept 
to the Grace of God, nor through Chriſt ' thaw 


ſtrenztheneth him, it the Man would watch and 
be heedful, and ar all rimes work together withſel 
that Grace ; for when it is exerted forth' ant 
uſed accordinely it is always found true, great: 
er is Hethat 1s mm you, than he that is in the Woyldipe] 
Nor' to atrain unto abſolute Perfettion is the 
Weakneſs and Infirmity of the Fleſh, but nor te 
labour and endeavour after it is the Fault anc 
Failure of the Spirit, The leſs we Sin, and thgt 
more we abound in well doing, 'the more w 
pleaſe God, and the more we are accepted of 
him; as alſo hereby we become in our Life ti 
through Fear of Death leſs Subjett to BondageFio 
Both are conſequent and.dependant one upon thPe 
other, for asthe Fear of Death doth thence ariſqht 
becauſe by Death we muft come and appear beſue 
fore God, we fear leaſt we ſhould fall nader- hin: 
Anger and Puniſhment ; ſo on the other Han 
the Foreknowledge and Aſſurance of -his Favouſ 
and Acceptance doth take away that Fear 'unÞc 
Dread. Tl 
In the things which we do in Order to Godſ'm 
or-pertaining to Religion, Ir is a Sign that it Þve 
aneceſſary and ſubſtantial partthereof if the ſamz 
will yield Solid Comfort in a dying Day. Th 
thing of ftoring up to himſelf Comfort againFer 
his dying Day (though ir is not viſible, yet-ir Fer 
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d tqLuk. 12. 18. or tohavegood Maws of Hay, or 
ibleÞtacks of Corn, fornothing of this will be ſeen 
thawr had ſeven Years hence: But true and ſolid 
andComfort in adying Day reaches and extends it 
vittyelf further, chroughourt the Lengrh of all Ererni- 
andy 4 for when one Can reft 5 his Bed, having wal- 
cared throughout his foregoing Life in his Upright= 
orld[eſs ; when one canlay down his dying Head ups 
thÞn & Bolſter or Pillow in perſe& Peace, (Thes 
X tilt keep bim in perfett Peace, whoſe Mind is ftayed 
and»nzhece, becauſe he trufteth in thee, Ia. 26, 3. In 
th@he Margenc there, it is Peace, Peace, doubly and 
wewice, for the greater Confirmation and Security 
d oghereof ) it is whole, Mand, and true chroughout, 
timgand as it ſtands towards God, which is in Oppoſi- 
ageFion and Contradiſtinftion to that falſe and rotten 
n rhPeace: of 1gnorant Perſons and ocrites; all 
ariſhis.is a Scripture Evidence and Atiurance, thar 
r beſucha.Ferfett Peace will be finiſhed and conſum- 
r-hinated/m Eternal Salvation and Glory, Agag 
Janpould fay, The Bxcterneſs of Death is paſt, but in 
vougny: Apprehenſion, the Bitterneſs of Death is ro 
-anEome.” 'And as we know it is a common thing to 
ningle Wine or (weet Cordials with bitter Potions, 
qEwhen our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt taſted Dearh for 
it Every Man, he had a Cup of Wine mingled with 
1Þ3all,) ſo the like Diſcretion ſhould be uſed, and 
ThCare raken to get ſomething to qualify this Bir- 
zainfer Cup of Dearh, tohave ſomewhat which is a real 
ir Fence and Preſervative againſt this King of Ter- 
reat$ours: As, Bleſſed be God, there is ſome ſenfi- 
3oodple Experience of this, by doing and working of 
LuKKgbreowſneſs, Plal. 15. 2. Ifa. 58. 2, By _ 
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of Mercy and Compaſſion and by other g 
Works and Deeds ; for there is as much (I wiÞz 
add yer more) ſtay and ſupport againſt this evÞ: 
Day, in having done and abounded m theſe rhingf. 
than even in the Obſervance of the outward Ordpe 
nances of Worſhip, Prayer, Hearing the:Wor 
and ſich like. As when they both ſtand in Congh 
petition, the Love of God, anddoing all pofſibÞr 
good to ones Neighbour, are preferred in Scri 
rure before all Sacrifices and Burnt-Offerings, t 
making many Prayers, or all the Devotion in 
World. Neverthclicſs what God hath joynedt 
gether, (and they may be uſed ſucceflively o 
after another) None that fears God, who ſerv 
Him, and will be accepted with Him, will e 
put aſunder. 5 mn 

Herein is our Love made perfeft, that we m 
have boldneſs in the Day of Judgment : becauſe 
he is, ſo arewein this World, 1 John 4. x9. 
the Life of Jeſus is manifeſted nall thingsin © 
Mortal Body, then we are as ſure as we can'w 
be on this fide of Heaven, We muſtneeds 
ſtrong Conſolation, ad be delivered from t 
Bondage which is occaſioned through/ Fear 
Death, when we ſce our ſelves already acquirt 
out of that Word, whereby we ſhall be judged 
the laſt Day. . When we find the Scriptures 
filled in our Perſons in good Part, and notfor Ev 
When thoſe Good Words and Comfort able Work 
which the Angel ſpake in Zech. 1. 13. do indegmi 
and in truth belong unto us, then we muſt necQis 


By 


rejoycein Hope, and, have the moſt perfee 
Aſſurance. > 5.1 \'s 
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That we may not be deceived, nor build up 
I wifalſe Confidences, let us come to inſtance in ſome 
s evparticular InduCtions, and Concluſions. Yerily 
hingf. /ay #nto you, If 4 Man keep wy Sayings, he ſhall 
ever ſee Death, John 8. 51, 52, Upon my men- 
zoning, and your Reading or Hearing of this, can 
hy Conſcience, O Man or Woman, immediately 
nſwer herein, that thou doſt keep the Sayings of 
Scrigpur Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt? why then | af- 
re thee, as ſure as God is, (which is as certain 
$ that there is a World, and any Thing in it, and 
ore ſure than that thy Soul now liveth,for he was 
ly orpefore, and made it to live,) as ſure.as his Word 
ſerv$ true, though Abraham is dead, and the Prophets 
1 evgre dead, and thou ſhalt die nevertheleſs; yet 
- (+: Jerein is that ſaying true, and ſhall be made good 
re mynto thee, Thox ſhalt never ſee Dearth Eternal. 
e that bath an Ear to hear, let him hear what the 
writ ſaith unto the Churches, He that overcometh, 
not be hurt by the ſecond Death, Rev. 2. 11. 
{t thou find upon my bringing this to your Re- 
embrance, that thou haſt overcome the Cor- 
ption that is within thine own Nature, and that 
o which is in the World through Laſt, which 
ſo.is branched forth into che Luft of the Eyes, 
©LuZ of the Fleſh, and the Pride of Life ? And 
thou overcome the Temptations and Affaulrs 
rEvE the Devil? Or if this great and good Work be 
r yet {0 perfect and finithed in thee, as thou 
indegvuldſt have it, yet if thou ſhalt ger it done in 
- neeQis Life, and before thou dieſt, then thou haſt 
perfge Word of God for it, That thox ſhale never be 
vs t by the ſecond Death, nor by any other of the 
Thhcadful Evils of the Inviſible World. And 
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And I gave them my Statmes, and ſhewed them 
my Tudgments, which if a Man do, he ſhall even live 
in them, Ezck. 20. 11. If thoy wilt enter into (| 
Life, keep the Commandments, Matth. 14. 17. 
Bleſſed are they that do his Commandments, that 
they may have right to the Tree of Life, and maylr, 
enter inthrongh theGate, into the City, Rev. 22. 14.|w 
Here this. Word is eſtabliſhed by the Mouth offtt 
Three Witneſſes, (which are fofficienr) that uponlir 
the doing and keeping the Commandments offL 
God, when this Life, which is as a Vapour, an 
continueth not, goeth out and is ended, Etern 
Life ſhall ſzcceed and be grafted thereon. . 
eur Life is taken off from the Farth, AAr. 8. 331: 
(obſerve. the Reading thereof ) it will be conti4b, 
nued elſewhere. And though eternal Life is thdee 
Gift of Goa, yet his Spirit fatth in this place ofly 
the Revelations, That 7 hofe which do his Command\sS, 
ments, have a Rig br to eat of the Tree of Life, and thr 
enter in at the Holy City ; whereby is 1 red and p, 
ſhewn forth, that God is as ir were bound andy 
become a Debtor to Mankind, 'by mis Covenanſge 
and Promiſe ; ſd that if they do indeed perforrfo 
the Conditions of the Covenant, then as Pax! ſairÞth 
elſewhere upon another Occafion ;' ſo here w(R 
may uſe great boldneſs of Speech, as to fay, Tha 
ſuch have, 4 Right unto Heaven, only thromgh TD) 
Covenant and Promiſe of our Gracious God, that iYIn 
they ſhall have the utmoſt certainty thereof. fig 

It is not a few ſadden tranſient Ats of Goodyrh 
nels, that is, tobe Good or Godly for a ſpurt, 4 F, 
we uſe the Phraſe ina common Proverbial Speal x 
ing, nor the Prattiling of a fit of ins * Re 
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role as when now and then the People are in 
live fa ſerious Mond, orthe like, all this will not bring 
into them to Heaven : Bur God who cannot lie, hath 
17. promiſed To ther, who by patient continuance n 
hat fwell- doing, ſeek for Glory, aud Honour, and Immor- 
mejirality, kiernal Life, Rom. 2. 7. That is, ſuch 
 14.{who will ſtill perſevere in it, notwithſtanding all 
2 offthe Difficulties and Oppoſitions they meer there- 
ponlin, which indeed will exerciſe their Patience and 
s OffLabour, bur not turn alide, nor yet make them 
anAYleave off going on in the good Way. Who is he 
Tralthat hath the Teſtimony of his Conſcience, that 
ſhenſhe doth,throughour all his Life- rime,Pariently con- 
 334rinxe in well-doing ? Thathe doth according to the 
no4beſt that ever he can, in Pleaſing and finding Ac- 
| thqceptance with God. That as Jacob ſerved Laban 
ce ON with all his Power, Gen. 31. 6. we do not owe this 
rand4Service to any Mortal Man whatſoever. Burt doſt 
nd ththau Love and Serve the Lord thyGod wirh all thy 
Id and Power, with all thy Strength, and with all thy Mind, 
I angwich all thy Heart, and with all thy Soul ? Well, 
enanfgo thy Way, cat thy Bread with a chearful Hearr, 
rforryfor God accepts thy Works; get thee joyful to 
faitYthe Place” of thine Habitation, for thou haſt a 


hat i 
cf, 


It, 4 Falſe Witneſſes of God, (which Pax! ſpeaks of, 
pealy x Cor. 15. 15. We ſhould be found if there was no 
s for } Reſarre;on,) who do now from his Word and 
calc C2 Spirit 
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Spirit teſtifie and aſſure thee before hand of theſe | . 
t 


things, 

And though the Ungodly and Wicked ſhall riſe 
up alſo and come forth into Being again, yet that is 
Life according to the meaning of the Holy Ghoſt 
in Scripture, 8s alſo according to the earneft 
Deſire of the Creatures, not only to have a Being, 
but a well-Being, to be in Happineſs, & not in Mi- 
ſery; for otherwiſe it would begood for ſuch ne- 
ver to have been born : Which Wiſh and Deſire 
will be vain and impoſſible, as it will be indeed 
Tormenting- The Lord hath maat all things for 
Himſelf; yea even the Wicked for the Day of Evil. 

The things pertaining to his Kingdom do ſtand 
on this wiſe, On this Earth, and in this Life God 
doth hide himſelf, Ifa. 45. 15. and he is inviſible; 


but there will beno ſuch thing, as Unbelief or Ig- | 


norance of God in our future State. We ſhall know 
him 4s he i5 kgown, and as ſenſibly as we now know 
one another, either for Good or Evil; to receive 
from him according as we have behaved our 
ſelves in this State of Probation and Trial. Kzow- 
ing that whilst we are at Home in the Body, we are 
abſent from the Lord, 2 Cor. 5. 6. which doth 
import that when we are deceaſed or departed 
from this Body, we are preſent and more -near 
unto him ; Not that God is far from us now, for 
the Scripture ſpeaketh expreſsly, He 5s not far 
from every one of s, Alts 17, 27: He ffleth 
Heaven and Earth, and all things and all Places 
with his Preſence ; yea, If I go down to Hell thou 
rt there, by thy Preſence and-Vinditive* Ju- 
ſtice; But thus it may be conceived of and un- 
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| derſtood, A Blind-man is not far from the Light, 
though the Light be far from him; now this 
Shell or Husk of the Body is as Scales, Shutters, 
or Blindneſs to the Eyes, which hinders our Souls 
and Spirits from ſeeing God. 

It is obſervable what Balaam ſpeaks and ex- 
prefies of himſelf, Which ſaw the Viſion of the Al- 
mighty, falling into aTrance, but having his Eyes 
open: [ ſha!l ſee him, but not now : I ſha! behold 

im, but not nigh, &c. Numb. 24. 16. 17. 
When a Man falls into a Trance he is as it were 
Dead and: out of the Body for the time, and 
then4t was that in an imperfect Manner he ſaw 
the Viſion of the Almighty ; bur Alill there was 
ſome little Sence, Tincture, and Clog of the Bo- 
dy, for he was in it all the while, though for 
the time abſtracted from the matrer ; and there- 
upon he concludes, that he ſhall behold him, but 
not nigh; that is, not altogether ſo nizh as long 
as this outward Fleſh and Blood doth interpoſe 
and intercept the Sight thereof. Alſo Job had 
ſome Knowledge and Underſtanding of this ſame 
Truth, according as it is here manifeſted and 
aſſerted, for he ſaith after this wiſe, After [ ob- 
ſerve that Particle ] my Skin, Worms deſtroy this 
Body, yet in my Fleſh I ſhall ſee God : Whom 1 ſpall 
ſee for my ſelf, and my Eyes ſhall behold anil not ano- 
ther, Job 19. 26. 27. If it be asked, How can 
theſe; things. be? or, How may we conceive it? 
The Apoſtle Pas/doth clear it to our Hand, Ir #s 
ſown in Corruption, it is raiſed in Incorruption : It 
is ſown 4 natural Bady, it is raiſed a Spiritzal Body. 
There is a natural Body and there is a Spiritual Bo- 
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dy. Fleſh and Bleed cannot inherit the King dots of 
Ged, But we ſhall all be chanyed, 1 Cor. 19. 42 
44, 5o, 51. ſo that though this very ſame Fleſh 


; 
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and Blood turns ro Corruption,. and according | G 
to the State it is now in, it canno more ſee God | A 
than a Stock or Stone Can, yet when it ſhall be |} x 
changed and rendred a Spiritual Body, it ſhall | v 
be all over and throughout as the cleareſt Glaſs | p 
= 


or Chryſtal ; and even 1howgh Wornes deftroy this 
Body, yet in our Fleſh wt ſhall ſeeGod; for then the 
Fleſh will be rendred as capable to ſeehim, as 
the ſeparated Soul now is, of as the Eye doth 
ſee Lizhr. 

Ana he ſhewed me the Holy Ferwſalens deſcend; 
ont of Heaven from God, Having the Glory of God, 
and her Light was like uhto a Stone moſt precious, 
even like a Faſper Stone, clexr as Chryſtal: And 
the City was like unto pure Gold, like unto clear 
Glaſs, Rev. 21. 10, 11, 18. from whence ano- 
ther Truth dath'open and begin to appear, viz. 
The whole Material Creation of God, as the 
Earth, and ſuch like, which is now ſo Grofs arid 
Dark, will be alſo rendred Clear, Diaphanous, 
and Tranſparent. Sprritual! Things are much 
more Glorious and Excellent than what are now 
made up of Body and Matter; and accordingly 
God will ſo transform the riew Heavens andthe 
new Earth which he ſhall create; or probably, 
the Diſtin&tion berween Spifit and Matter may be 
then laid aſide, and it ſhall be rendred all-as one, 
for as the Matter is nowyit is dead, dark, dull, and 
heavy ; but the Spirit is Life, Light, Motion, and 
Activity ; all which are much'\better than their 
other 
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» of | other oppoſite Things, The future State of things 
42, | will in» a more eſpecial and in a more enduring 
eſh | manner be Clothed and Inveſted with theſe four 
ing | Qualities 4ſpice futuro letentur wt omniaSeclo. 
od | Accordingly there is an Expettation (ſee Roms. 8, 
| be | 29. 23.) and Rejoycing of the Creature after it; 
1all | which is the very.Reaton of that Defire of time 
aſs | paſſing away, that we may haſt and comenearer 
his | to this better State of things; 

the } + {Now of the Things which we have ſpoken this 
, as | is theSum, and they are torhis cftet, Thar there 
"th | © 2 other way #nder. Heauen ſhemed unto! Men, 
whereby Jeſus Chriſt ſba# deliver them who through 
ing | Fear of Death were all thert Life time ſubjett to 
 { | Bondage but: by Saving them from thew. Suns; by 
us, | giving hisGrate and Holy Spirit whereby they may 
ind | fallfil all Righteouſneſs, and obſerve all things what- 
ear | ſoever He hath commanded : This is to be their 
10- | manner of Converfation, not only for a few Days, 
iz, | Weeks, Months, or Years, but throughout all 
the | their Life time, to comply with the End of their 
rid | Redetnption; which is, to ſerve God in Righteouſ- 
us, | weſs and Holineſs all the Days of their Life. And 
ch } though that is impoſſible with ſome, who have 
ow | hitherto gone Afſtray and been Ungodly, (for what 
ly | is paſt isIrrecoverable and Unavoidable) yet they 
he | may do it from this Day forward, for all the few 
ly, | and evil remaining Daysof their Pilgrimage un- 
be | to the Day of their ſeveral Reſpettive Deaths, 
ne, | At that Day ſpall a Man look to his Maker, and 
nd | h1s Eyes ſhallkhave Keſpett ro the Holy One of Iſra- 
nd | ely Iſa, 19.7. whomeven now we may ſce with 
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and with our very Souls, as we now behold'his | - ] 
Creatures. with our Bodily and ontward Eyes; ex; 
We may with much Reverence and Fear ſpeak |aft 
out, and Prav, O LORD GOD, Behold thy tio 
Creatures; and as one Day in a more univerſal [Sc 
Manner, and in a much greater Congregation It | re; 
hal! be ſaid to the Cities of Fudah, Behold your \ rm; 
GO D: Soit is hereby applied unto all that ſhall | Al 
ever Read or Hear theſe Lines, Young-men and ! 7þ, 
Maidens, Old-Men and Children, BEHOLD | ye 
YOUR GOD. That the Lord God Almighty |no 
may from this Hour (which 1 do moft humbly ! ju; 
and carneftly implore of his Majeſty, which again | zr; 
he is more ready to hear, and willing to grant, | þe 
than 1 to ask Him) take ye all and ſeverally for his | e 
Sons and- Daughters. And that henceforth ye | ye 
may be as obedient Children, nat faſhioning your | ar 
ſelves again to the former-Luſts of your Ignorance, | | t 
not rerurning to your: former Ungodlineſs and | w 
wonted ways; but as he that hath called yow 18 | $8: 
Holy, ſo ye are to be Holy inall manner of Converſa- | ty 
t40n.-To turnover anew Leaf, and incvery Thing, | or 
at all Times, and-1n all Places, to lead a godly | 7, 
Life. :-And though, .wh:157 ye are at bome in the | g, 
Body, ye aye abſent from the Lord; yet asyehaſten | N 
towards the being abſent and djſl>dged from the | p, 
Body, 'to be preſent and appear before God, («nto | þ 
Thee ſhall all Fleſh come, Pal. 65. 2.) that the? | n 
the Lord may take and receive ye up into his | 4 
own Home, in the higheſt Heavens; that a'ter ve | 
have ferved Him, according to his Will, in this | I 
your Generation, he :may make yon to be Kings | y 
and Prieſts, to Reign'with.our G QD for ever | » 
and ever, Amen ſaith my Soul, But | 


toy ) 


But here it may be ſaid, as the ſame is felt and 
experienced, That after we have done all, and 
after we haye ordered our Lives and Converſa- 
tion as near as poffibly can be, according to the 


fal |Scripture Rule, and according to that Law Writ- 


{ten m our Hearts, and according to that Grace 
manifeſted within us, fo that we may make our 
Appeal unto GOD, and ſay, Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to ao more? I cannot, or do not as 


|yet apprehend any thing more. Though we know 


3 [nothing amiſs in our ſelves, vet we are not hereby 
ly ! juſtified. Search me, O Cod, and know my Heart : 
Un | try me, and know my Thoughts, And ſee if there 
ty | be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the w 

Us | ever/afting, Pal. 139. 23, 24. Do thou diſco- 
F© | ver and ſhew unto me any Sin or Errour in me, 
Ur 7 and I will reſolve to get out of it; fo fain would 


e, 


| 


| I tobe in the Way Everlaſtinzs. Suppoſe our ſelves 
were in that Condition as the greateſt and beſt 
Saint on Earth now is. I gather from the Scrip- 
tures of Truth, that all thoſe People (and thoſe 
only) who bave 4 g-0d Conſcience, and are willing 
to live honefth in all things, Heb. 13. 18. will alſo 
go to Heaven; yer Gd only knows who that 
Man or Woman is by Name and Perſcn in fucha 
Pariſh, Family, or Houſe, that ſhall certainly go to 


| now ask thee this mean while, Whither after all 


Heaven. Bur the Uſe and Obſervation I would 


| make hereof, is, that whilſt the Heart of the Rea- 


der or Hearer burns within him, and as ye think 


| throughly” hereon, ye are apt to ſay ſeverally, 


Lord, I hope it is Well thou Man or Woman, 
who art to be a bleſſed Saint in Heaven, ler me 


thy 


== ® Las 
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thy Inſtant ſerving God Day and Night, that thox 


tnayeſt come unto that Place, (ſee Att, 26, 7.) Is 
there not in thee nevertheleſs ſome Fear and Bon- 
dage through the Apprehenſion of this thing © 

Death coming on thee ? I doin no wiſe ſay there 
are thoſe greater Degrees and Meaſure thereof, 
as in the Wicked and Ungodly Multicude; for if it 
were {o, what Advantage would there be of Reli- 
gion? and this would contradict all our toregoing 
Diſcourſe. Burt is there not ſ:me ſmall Tinfture 
thereofin thee, which is juſt tobeperceived? Doſt 
thou not find ſome little Taſt and Reliſh of this bit- 
ter Cup? which, though the Knowledze and the 
Fear of the Lord doth leflen in great Meaſure, yet 
it dothnot utterly take away. For my part 1 do 
profeſs, beſides thoſe dreadful outward Circum- 
ſtances and Concomitants of Pain, languiſhing 
Gorruption, Stiak and Diſſolution ; 1 do yer ten 
times more dread, than all thoſe vihble things to 
Þe I know not what, I know not where. Ir doth 
not yet appear what we ſha' be, 1 John 3. 2. And 
though weare told of Heavenand Paradiſe in the 
general, yer what manner of Place that is, we 
know not, for we have not yet ſeen it: Though 
we do believe, and are abundantly told thar it is 


/ 


very Good ; yet we ftartle at the Entrance there-j UV: 
into. This Particle, Once to die, Heb. 9. 29.|4 
makes it. yet more dreadful; for to be rendred! 
that which we were never before, to be carried! fa 
thither where we never were asyet, there is ſome} u! 
natural Fear :in this, and then to be forced or! t! 


hurried away, whither we will or will not; ' all! L 


this doth raiſe a Fear, though it be to make our 
Condition 


F 
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dirion yet better. And this laſt is our State 
ere, for God carrieth away the Children of Aden, 
whether they will or will not) as 4 Flond, they 
eas a Sleep, Pial go. 5. and his is done without 
s$king our leave, whither we chuſe or refuſe. The 
up which my Father hath given me, ſhall [nos 
ink ? ſaid Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God. And fo 
he Cup, It is appointed for all Mex once to die, 
hich our Creatour hath given us, ſhall not we 
reatures drink? Yes we ſhall Yolens Nolens, whi- 
her we will or refuſe, there being no removing the 
eck from it, but we muſt all ſubmit and lie down 
under theſe Laws of Mortality. And it ſoall be, 
if they refuſe to take the Cup at thine hand todrink, 


1m-| Hoſts, Ne ſhall certainly drink, Jer. 25.28. Behold, 
ing |the Lord maketh the Earth empty, and maketh it 
ten}waſt, and twrneth it npfide down, and ſcattereth 
$ ta) abroad the Inhabitants thereof, the Land ſhall be ut- 
loth\terly emptied, Ia. 24. 13. juſt as we empty any 
And} Veſſel, fo doth the Lord empty the whole Earth 
thelevery Fourſcore or Hundred Years, and turns 
wel them out every one in his own Order, and cau- 
1ghtfeth others to ſpring and grow up in their Room. 
it is A through Conſideration of all this will raiſe in 
re-|us a dread of the Lord God Almighry ; and fo 
27, alſo ſecing that we now ſtand on the Earth, but 
red! we' muſt be turned and emptied out as our Fore- 
ied! fathers already are, we fear what will become of 
me! us then, -and we do yet more dread it becauſe of 
| or! this forced and violent Manner: As to this the 
all! Language of the Knowing and Obedienrt Soul is, 
our! It is the Lord, let him do with me and and ai the 
ion| Gene- 


then ſhalt tho ſay unto them, Thus ſaith the Lord of 


, 
m7 
” 
dM; 
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been, and according as he hath told us. atore i & 
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Generations of Farkind, as ſeemeth Good in -hihh 
Sight. This is to be acknawledged and will bqtc 
found trac, that after the utmoſt and continued B 
Thought and Searching of Heart which can bqy 
had or uſed concerning this matter; after we havg4 
done all, after we have ordered our Life anqdſa 
Converſation as near as ever we can according® 
to the written Word of God, and according tq# 
that Goodneſs and Truth which he hath ſhewed; 
and'revealed-in our inward Parts, yet we:mu! 
leave and-ſubmit it all to Gol! ; we are Creatureo! 
meerly in hisRands: As He firſt brought us' int 
Being without our forezoing Knowledgeand,Cong,, 
ſent, and. we are not to ſay unto, Him, Why baſl;3 
thou Formed me thus? Or, How came thipgs. to bith 
ſo Ordered to owr Hand as we ſee and find they are th 
evenſoour Creator it ſeemed Good in thy Sizht cr 
In like manner it will be as to our furure State w 
and Condition, concerning which we. believe, aÞ4ta 
prehend and-conceive ſomewhat in the General {fri 
By the Aid of Revelation and Reaſon, by Gad'gas 
written Word and the Spirit which he hath pug 
within us; we can indeed come ſomewhat nean,,, 
to. Aſſurance, yer ſtill we ſee but as rhroagh dfr, 
Glaſs darkly, and know butin part. It will be ſoſca 
with everv one of ys according as God pleaſethype 
according to his own Soveraignty attemperedÞp® 
with his Gondneſs and Truth. By Death we fal Ty 
into the Hands of the Living God, and then Hedw 
may deal with us as He will: However He beingwt 
a God of Trath will ſo do and render to. every]*e 
Man and Woman according as their Works have" 


hi 


. Omifſioa . of Duty for that is Sin alſo, Far 14a lum. r 
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leſs Life, or rather into their Eternal State. It is but " 
very tate/e whale and we ſhall borgmoved imo another kind 
of Being, and into another place of Abode, which will 
much exceed this preſent Lite, and this Earth; which w 
Inhabit, both ja reſpect ot Duration and Excellency, mu 
more than the moſt truitful and wholſom Land doth i 
ceed a.Barren, Dry, and Wait, Howling Wilderneſs. W 
are not better thang aur Fathers ; and it is but a -litt 
while aud we ſhall be brought down to the Proplegf old 8 
according as God (peaketh - La - 44% 41299 Wo 
The RE IDES a - the 'wh aro 
this, even to paſs the g:9mc of pur Syourning hert. the: 
that we ,do-not Sin agaizit or Offend God 38 any Mattes 
Great os, $mgll, neither ,by Commiſſion of Sing! nor. 


knoweth to do gecg, and doth it nat to ime, s Sin; Jam. 0 
17. Apd if we t hus ſpend the time @f our Sojonnjng i 
Fear, from this.kind of Feax ;doth procecd g Con 
ſcience, thence no Fear, that is:po ſuch/Fear'which 4s Sia 
vidh. or gendrech Bogdage, orhatb Lan iv 
ouly. way to be delivered. frog the Frar of og/fe 
midi of and ihyoughont ous Lifes 'asx1ſ0 to beſaved fri 
all the Danger and Evil of it, whan,it games nigh, and: 
be indeed upop.us. Ir 5s appogneed for all gnce #8 diag bu 
God only knows whoſe.turs it ſhall. be m—_ firſt 
and then he ſhall more clearly perceive the Truth of v 
harh beay here Wiktten, But there cannatbe nabre dcfire 
than tobeqelivered from thatRondagy occaſioned throng ( 
Fear of it4as alſu, to be ved and preſerved from there 
Evil and Danger theteof. TrE 
The, ovly. way hath been ſhewed and told unts Men. 
Stand i awe, and fin not, Plal. 4. 4. Do all the Good th 
ever ye can. | Conſider well hereof; Povder theſe thin 
in your Hearts. But above all, beſure to do accordivg 


—— 
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